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TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

MRCRETWMAN
o
DISTINCTION

The mission was a defensive ACM RF-4C P
upgrade check with Captain Hines as the Filght
Examiner in the front cockpit. During the second
briefed maneuver, the aircraft was rolled nto 8
90° right bank nose low slice iNto the attacker.
When the rear seater attempted to roll back to
the left, he discovered the stick would not move
left of neutral Captain Hines took farél of the
aircraft " stll in a 90° right bankl #nd continued
the right roll through tholiyatisd position BSck
to a wings-level atfliuder Recovery wis utim-
pleted at BQ00 feet MSLy Fiaf nijgaids Kvas
terminaled, a return to Shaw initiated, end an
emerygurcy declared. Captain Hines performed 2
controflability check at 7,000 feet, He showad o
avmoximately 240 KTS, lowered the gesr. and
gradually continued to reduce aitdpeed. The air
craft indicated a tendancy to rollto the dight with
nd confrol input 18 airspead approached 190
KTS, flaps up. Captain Hines determined that suf-
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ficient rudder autharity was availabie at 210 KTS
10 maintain lateral control and efected 1o make a
agstlap appre}rch at 210 KTS to Runway 22R
with a Tepdriure-and barrier engagement if
deceleratidh became a problem. Final approach
was flown at 220-210 KTS, no flap, and touch-
dowri Beoaurred at 190 KTS, The drag chute was
succossfully deplayed at touchdown and sdffi-
cienl braking accomplished o preclude the
necassity for a barrier engagement. After landing;
tha stick wouid still not move feft of neutral
Maintenance investigation revealed a plastic
knob lodged in the left 1ateral gontro! spring car-
tridge prevemting the stick movement.

Captain Hines demonstrated outstanding
airmanship and. professionalism. His actions
saved a valuable sircraft and prevented passible
injury or loss of life. Gaptain Hines' actiohs dur-
ing thig critical emergency qualify him a% the
Tactical Air Command Aitcrewman of Distinction.
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Nose Gear Steering

The two A-7s executed a formation ILS ap-
proach at homeplate and went missed-ap-
proach. Gear retraction was normal and the
flight accelerated to 300 knots and began a
climb for a VFR pattern entry. As Blue Two
began a crossunder from left to right. he noticed
something white fly through his field of vision.
Once established on the right wing. the
wingman noticed that lead's right aft main gear
door was missing from the leader's aircraft. He
informad lead and the flight continued to initial
and executed an overhead full stop pattern and
landing. While using nosewheel steering to clear
the runyway, the pilot of the lead aircraft noticed
limited rudder travel.

What happened? The right main landing gear
door adapter failed through its two-rlvet connec-
tion point. The broken adapter caused the six
degree rudder stop control bellcrank to become
disconnectted from the right forward main tand-
ing gear door. With this connection broken. the
required tension tc the aft main gear door was
reduced and the mechanical locking System
disabled. Airloads then separated the aft main
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tanding gear door from the A-7. braking the ac-
tuator rod. With no tension left on the bell¢rank
assembly, the rudder stop cable pulled beyond
the full-up position. This severely limited the
rudder travel to approximately zero o two
degrees.

An important aspect of this incident was that
the pilot was unaware he had limited nose gear
steering authority aiter the loss of the aft main
gear door. Technical Order 1A-7D-524 removed
the rudder-stop cable from the left trailing edge
flap and connected it to the right upper main
landing gear door. The folks at Oklahoma City
ALC tell us that all TAC/TAC-gained A-7 aircraft
have had this T.0. accomplished. So. if you have
a malfunction with the right main landing gear.
be prepared for landing with only limited nose
gear sleefing authonty and plan your fanding
accordingly.

Duck A La Thud

The piiot loweréd the F-105's wheels on a
night approach and all down and locked indica-
tions appeared. Shortly thereafter, the light in
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Stan Rardison and Friend

TAC ATTACK

CHIEF OF STAFF
INDIVIDUAL
SAFETY AWARD

The TAC safety staff is especially pleased to an-
nounce that Mr. Stan Hardison, Ary Director of
TAC ATTACK, received the Chiet of Staff individual
Safety Award. The citation and trophy were
presented to Mr, Hardison by General Robert J.
Dixon, Commander, TAC, 24 May 1976.

CITATION

The Chief of Staff Individual Safety Award is
presented to Mr, Stancil R. Hardison in recognition
of his outstanding contributions to the accident
prevention programs of the Tactical Air Command
and the United States Air Force during 1975,

Mr. Hacdison served as Air Director of TAC
ATTACK Magazine, and his inventive approach to
safety education has produced vBluntary safety
program participation by personnel throughout
Tacticel Air Command. He created innovative
artwork for the safety magazire, safety education
films, and -posters that increased safety awareness.
His cartoon creationr “Fleagle,” has become an
“Ambassadér of Safety”™ promoting accident
prevention and understanding between the Tactical
Air Command, the civilian aviation community, and
the air forces of other nations.
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TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS
MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

OTHER UNITS

33 TFW
127 TFW

136 ARW  ANG
135 TASGP  ANG
182 TASGP ANG §
126 ARW ANG
507 TAIRCS TAC

56 TFW
67 TRW
123 TRW ANG

MAJOR ACCIBENT CONPARISON RATE 75/7%
{BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
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